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Module Aims  

• To analyse key texts and the work of significant dramatists and directors of the 
Twentieth and Twenty-first Centuries.  
 
• To explore a range of contemporary performance practices from a historical, 
theoretical and practical perspective. 
  
• To develop understanding and further critical reflection and investigation of the 
elements and stages of the realization of ‘texts’ into ‘performances’. 
 
• To encourage students to develop innovative and experimental perspectives on 
performance through the application and practical experience of transgressive and 
experimental theatre. 

 

Intended Learning Outcomes 

Key skills for employability 
 

KS1 Written, oral and media communication skills 

KS2 Leadership, team working and networking skills 

KS3 Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills 

KS4 Information technology skills and digital literacy 

KS5 Information management skills 

KS6 Research skills 

KS7 Intercultural and sustainability skills 

KS8 Career management skills 

KS9 Learning to learn (managing personal and professional development, self- 

 management) 

KS10 Numeracy 

 

At the end of this module, students will be able to Key Skills 

1 

Discuss the evolution of Twentieth and Twenty-first century key 
texts and directors, with reference to key forms and patterns of 
development in the theatre. 
 

KS1 KS6 

KS7 KS9 

  

2 
Discuss, develop and practically experiment with innovative 
performance practices. 

KS1 KS2 

KS3 
KS4 
KS5 

KS6 
KS7 
KS9 

3 
Show a detailed understanding and appreciation of appropriate 
rehearsal techniques and approaches to staging texts. 

KS1  KS2 

KS3 KS9 
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4 
Apply critical perspectives and approaches to the range of texts 
and practitioners covered within the module in relation to 
important developments in theatre. 

KS1 KS6 

KS7 KS9 

  

5 
Independently organise and direct a 15-20 minute project and 
follow the development of casting, rehearsal and public 
presentation 

KS2 KS3 

KS8 KS9 

KS10  

Transferable/key skills and other attributes 

1. Written, oral and media communication skills 
2. Leadership, team working and networking skills 
3. Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills 
4. Information technology skills and digital literacy 
5. Information management skills 
6. Research skills 
7. Intercultural and sustainability skills 
8. Career management skills 
9. Learning to learn (managing personal and professional development, self-management) 
10. Numeracy 

 

Derogations  

None  
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Assessment:  

The assessment for this module will consist of a 100% coursework and based on two 
assessments, one practical assessment weighting at 50% and one written assessment 
weighting at 50%. 
 
Assessment 1 (Practical): 
 
The ability to discuss, develop and practically experiment with innovative performance 
practices. 
The ability to demonstrate a detailed understanding and appreciation of appropriate 
rehearsal techniques and approaches to staging texts.  
The ability to apply critical perspectives and approaches to the range of texts and 
practitioners covered within the module in relation to important developments in theatre. 
Independently organise and direct a 15-20 minute project and follow the development of 
casting, rehearsal and public presentation 
 
Assessment 2 (Portfolio): 
 
The ability to discuss the evolution of Twentieth and Twenty-first century key texts and 
directors, with reference to key forms and patterns of development in the theatre. 
Evidence of critical analysis.  
Technical competence: effective structuring of the essay; grammar; use of references; and 
bibliography 
 
 

Assessment 
number  

Learning 
Outcomes to 
be met 

Type of assessment 
Weighting 
(%) 

Duration  
(if exam) 

Word count 
(or equivalent if 

appropriate) 

1 1, 2, 5 Practical  50% 
15 – 20 
minutes 

 

2 3, 4  Written portfolio 
50% 

 
3,000 
words 

 

Learning and Teaching Strategies: 

The module will be delivered through lectures, seminar sessions and practical workshops. 
The module will include, where possible, theatre visits, the viewing of DVDs and web-based 
and written documentation of theatre and performance. Guided learning will be included to 
support the lecture content.  
Students will have the opportunity to submit work through Turnitin/Moodle. 
 

 

Syllabus outline: 

 This module will introduce students to a range of texts, dramatists, practitioners and 
key artistic developments of the Twentieth and Twenty-first Centuries, and consider 
them from a global, historical, intercultural, theoretical and practical perspective.  

 

 Each session will introduce and critically examine a specific artistic movement, text, 
practitioner, and their practical application towards performance and direction in 
theatre. 
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 Students will be introduced to directing practice and major directorial influences in the 
theatre.  

 

 Students will develop the ability to critically analyse key artistic movements, texts and 
the approach of key practitioners and then apply this knowledge to practical 
application in the form of a directing project.  

 

 Students will organise their own rehearsal schedules, warm-up’s, casting, location 
and choose a suitable extract from an approved play or text. These sessions will be 
over seen by the tutor.  
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